<Q; Dy the King. 


A Proclamation for quickning the Lawes made 


for the reliefe of the poore, and the ſuppreſsing, puniſh- 
ing, and ſetling of the ſturdy Rogues, and Vagabonds. 


Dy Hereas many excellent Lawesand Statutes with great iudge- 
# / ment and prouidente haue been made in the times of Our late deare 
$] aud royall Father, and of the late Queene Elizabetb, foz the reliefe 
of the impotent, and indigent pooze, and foꝛ the puniſhing, ſuppꝛel· 
Ic ing, and ſetling of the ſturdy Rogues, and Uagabonds, which 
Lawes and Statutes, if they were duely oblerued would be ofex- 


o)\ Yew n 
40 „ 3) ceeding great ble foz the peace and plentie of this Realme, but the 
oe 2 Sch negrlett thereok is the otcaſion of much diſozder , and many inſuffe- 
| IO ON 0 | rable abuſes. And whereas it is fit at all times, to put in execution 
e thole lawes which are of ſo neteſſarie, and lo tontinuall vſe:yet the 
apparant and viſible danger ok the Peſttlente, (vnleſſe the ſame by 
Gods gratious mercie, and Our pꝛouident endeuours be pꝛeuented) doth much moze re⸗ 
quire the ſame at this pꝛeſent. 

Wee haue therekoꝛe thought it fit, by the aduice ok dur Pꝛiuie Countell, by this Dur pub 
like P2oclamation,ſtratghtly to charge and command that all our louing lubietts in their fue. 
ral plates, doe vſe all poſſible care and diligence as a pꝛincipal meanes to pꝛeuent the ſpzeading, 
and diſperſing of that contagious ſickneſſe, to obſerue# put in due execution, all the ſaid lawes 
made and pꝛouided againſt rogues,and vagabonds, and foꝛ the reliefe ofthe truely pooꝛe and 
impotent people. And in the firſt plate, wt A rictly charge and command, that in Dur Cities 
of London, and weſtminſter. ano Suburbs thereof, and places adiacent thereunto, and gene⸗ 
rally thꝛoughout the whole Ktngdome, that there be carefull watch, and ward, kept foꝛ the 
appꝛehending and pumſhing of al rogues and vagabonds, who either in the ſtreets oꝛ high 
wapyes, vnder the names of louldiers, oz Mariners, Glaſſe men, Pot men Pedlars, oz Petty- 
Chapmen, oꝛ of pooꝛe oꝛ impotent people, ſhall be found either wand ing, oꝛ begging, 

And We doe further ſtrictly charge and command, that all Conſtables Head boꝛoughs and 
other Offtcers,doe vle all diligence, to puniſh,# paſſe away accozding to the law all ſuch wan- 
derers, 02 beggars, as ſhall be appꝛehended either in the Cities, oꝛ plates afoꝛeſaid, oz in any 
other Cities, Townes, Pariſhes, oz places within this Realme, and take great care that 
none paſſe vnder the colour of counterfeit paſſes. And that all Jriſh rogues, and vagabonds 
be foꝛthwith appꝛehended, whereſoeuer they ſhall be found and puniſhed and ſent home accoz- 
ding to a foꝛmer Pꝛoclamation, heretofozepubliſhed in that behalfe. That all Houlc-holders 
of whole perſons,0z at whole houſes, any ſuch vagrants ſhalbe taken begging, doe appzehend, 
oꝛ cauſe them to be appzehended, t taryed to the next Conſtable,o2other officer to be puniſhed, 
accozdingto the Lawes. And that they foꝛbeare to relieue them, thereby to giue them incou- 
ragement to continue in their wickedcourſe of like. 

That the Juſtites of Peace in their ſeuerallplaces thꝛoughout this Kingdome be carefull 
either by P:ouoſt Parſhals,o2 by the high Conſtables, ozotherwile by their good diſcretions 
effectually to pꝛouide, that all rogues andvagabonds ot all ſoꝛts be ſearched foꝛ, appꝛehended 
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puniſhed and ſupp:eſſed acco:dingto the Law. And that once tuery moneth at the leeſt, a con: 
uenient number ot the Juſtices of Peace in euerp ſenerall Countie and Diuiſion, (hall meetc 
together in ſome tonuenient plate in that Diniſion, and take account of the High Conſtables, 
petty Conſtables, and other Officers within that Dimſion , how they haue obſerncd the 
Lawes and Ourcomimandeinent touching the Pꝛemiſſes. 

And that they ſeuerely puniſh all ſuch as ſhall be found remiſſe oꝛ negligent in that behalte. 
And We doe hereby ſtrictly charge and command as well all and ſingular Juſtices of Peace, 
Conſtables, Headbozoughs,andother Our Officers and Miniſters, as alſo all Dur louing 
Subiects of what eſtate oꝛ degree ſoeuer to vſe all diligence, that all and cuery houſes oꝛ places 
which are oꝛ ſhall be viſited oꝛ infected with the ſickneſſe, bee carcfully ſhut vp, and Watch and 
Ward kept ouer them that no perſon oꝛ perſons within thoſe places doe goe abꝛoad, o2 depart 
from thence,during the time of ſuch Uiſitation And We doe hereby command all and ſingu⸗ 
lar our Judges of Aſſize in their ſeuerall Circuits to giue ſpetiall charge,and make ſpe ciall in⸗ 
quiry of the defaults of all and euerp the Juſtices of Peace who ſhall not obſerne their mee 
tings in the ſeuerall Counties and Diuillons afozeſard, oꝛ ſhall not puniſh ſuch Conſtables 
oz other Officers as beinginfozincd either by their owne view and knowledge oꝛ other wile 
are oꝛ ſhall be found rennſle oꝛ negligent in the Pꝛemiſſes oꝛ in leauying ſuch penaltics and foz- 
feitures as the Tawes and Statu es of this Kealme require againſt the parties offending 
herein. And thereof to tnfozme As oꝛ Dur Pꝛiup Couutcll, to the end that ſuch due courſe 
map be taken either by remouing out of the Commiſſion ſuch negligent Juſtices of the Peace, 
oꝛ other wiſe by inflicting ſuch puniſhment vpon them as (hall bee due to ſuch as neglect their 
owne duties and Dur Royall command publiſhed vpon {o impoꝛtant an occaſion. 

And ne doe here y will require and cemmand all andeuery our Judges of Alſize, Maioꝛs 
Sheriffes, Juſtices of Peace, Conſtables, Headbozoughs aud other Dur Dfficers, Muuſters 
and Sublects whom it may concerne, that they carefu'ly and cffcctnally oblerue and perfozme 
all and enery the Pꝛemiſſes, as they will anlwere the neglect thereof at their vttermoſt perils. 

And whereas me haue lately commanded a Booketo be pzinted and publiſhed contaming 
certaine Statutes made and enacted heretofoze fo: the reliefe of the Booze, and of Souldiers 
and Mariners, and fo: puniſhment of Rogues and Uagabonds, and toz2 the reliefe and o2de- 
ring of pcrſons infected with the Plague, and alſo containing certame Oꝛders heretofoze,and 
now lately concetued and made tonterning health: All which are neteſſarie to be knoWen and 
obſcrued by Our louing Subiects that thereby they may the better auoid thoſe dangers 
which otherwiſe may fall vpon their perfons o2 eſtates by their neglect tizereof. wee haue 
thought it fit hereby to giue notice thereof to all Dur louing Subiceis. to the end that none 
map pꝛetend ignoꝛance foꝛ an creuſe, in matters ofſo great impoztance, And Wee doe hereby 
declare. that whoſoencr ſhall be found remiſſe 02 negligent in the execution of any part cf the 
Pꝛemiſſes, (hall reteiue ſuch condigne puniſhment foz their offence, as by the Lawes of this 
Realme,o2by Dur P:er :gatiune Royall can 02 may be iuſtlp inflicted vpon them. 


Giuen at Our Court at Whitchall the three and ewentieth day of April, inthe {xt veere of Our Reigne of 
England, Scotland, France and Ireland. 


God ſaue the King. 
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